
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 

COVID UPDATE – September 16, 2020 
 
 
Dear Somers Families, 
 
I’m so proud of how our students and staff have adapted to the new procedures put in place to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19 within our schools. From wearing masks to social distancing, we are working as a community to help 
keep each other healthy and safe.  
 
In the interest of keeping everyone informed and prepared, I want to share with you our protocol in the event 
someone from within our school buildings tests positive for COVID-19. This procedure has been designed with 
guidelines from the Westchester County Department of Health (WDOH) and the CDC, and in collaboration with 
PNW BOCES and other districts in our area. I know how much anxiety comes with rumors of a potential case in our 
schools, but we will not activate this process until we receive confirmation of a positive COVID-19 test.  
Additionally, it is against the law to identify to the public the infected individual.  
 

1. The district is notified of a confirmed, positive COVID-19 case within one of our schools.  
2. The district notifies district physician Dr. Steven Levine, the building principal and staff where the infected 

person was present, then all SCSD families, regardless of the school their child/ren attends. Students may be 
sent home early depending on the time of day the district is notified of a confirmed case.  

3. The building where the infected person was present will close for at least 48 hours and contact tracing will 
begin. The other schools will continue with in-person and hybrid schedules unless the district is directed 
otherwise by the WDOH. The affected school will transition to 100% eLearning the following day and the 
building will be disinfected.  

4. Within 48 hours of the district being notified of a positive test, any person who had close or proximate 
contact will hear from a contact tracer or the district, with instructions on how to proceed.   

• A close contact must quarantine and is defined as having been within six feet of a person with 
COVID-19 for more than 10 minutes OR any contact with the person who tested positive when 
one or both people were not wearing a mask.   

• A proximate contact does not have to quarantine and is defined as having been in the same 
enclosed environment but greater than six feet of the person who tested positive.   

 
These steps are defined and dictated by the WDOH. To read more about contact tracing in New York State, please 
click here. You can also find a chart with detailed DOH response protocols here.  
 
Thank you for your continued cooperation as we navigate these unprecedented situations.  
 

Sincerely, 

  
 Dr. Raymond H. Blanch 
 Superintendent of Schools 

 
 

 
 

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/new-york-state-contact-tracing
https://www.somersschools.org/cms/lib/NY01913963/Centricity/Domain/1815/COVID%20Flow%20Chart%20Decision%20Tree%20-%208.11.20.pdf

